FBB Scholarships – Prospectus

The Bonnart-Braunthal Trust was established by Freddy Bonnart in 2002, with the purpose to “establish scholarships for postgraduate research into the nature of racial, religious and cultural intolerance with a view to finding a means to combat it”. Intolerance was something Freddy had witnessed first-hand as a Jew and a migrant (see FBB website for a short bio), as well as its darkest derivatives - war and genocide. His and his family history are the foundations of Freddy’s decision to establish the Trust, with which he wished to make his “own mark, however humble, to the future of society”.
Following on its founder’s path, the Trust vision is to contribute to a tolerant and inclusive society in which people of all ethnicities, religions and cultures live together with mutual understanding, and respect the rights of the individual. Following its founder’s wishes, the Trust supports postgraduate researchers at UK universities.
Intolerance is a very broad concept and this has allowed the Trust to fund research that encompasses a large range of topics and disciplines. Our current and past scholars are studying or have graduated in disciplines such as Geography, Architecture, Law, and Sociology, among others, and to explore issues related to intolerance across the globe. What unites their research are the major themes of social cohesion, conflict resolution and racial, ethnic and religious justice. 
The Trustees believe the diversity in the range of academic areas covered to be a strength of the programme: scholarships are awarded to academically excellent PhD candidates from any discipline, if they can demonstrate that their research can have relevance outside academia.
Tatiana (UCL 2011/14) and Killian (UCL 2014/17), for example, explored how planning a neighbourhood or a town can help towards the integration of, or even the resolution of conflict among, different ethnicities in the Netherlands, UK and Rwanda. Satya (Birkbeck 2017/20) on the other hand investigates how past local policies associated with multiculturalism affected the integration of ethnic minorities at the local level in the London borough of Slough. 
Piotr (UCL 2013/16), on the other hand, looked into why Poland developed “selective” hate crime laws that did not address homophobic, transphobic or disablist violence, whilst Ivan (UCL 2012/15) analysed how rigid gender roles were construed in post-war Yugoslavia. Dominic (Birkbeck 2016/19) looks at the racialisation of desire and how this often follows colonialist stereotypes with a focus on gay dating apps.
The founder’s intention and ours is that the work of the Scholars do, both during and after their postgraduate training, should contribute towards achieving the Trust’s vision, inside and outside academia. For this reason, the Trust not only supports the scholars financially, but also through networking, sponsoring and mentoring activities. We particularly encourage the Scholars to engage with a wide range of audiences inside as well as outside academia by organising regular events such as the Trust’s annual reception and ad hoc training for communication of complex concepts to non-technical audiences and to media.
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